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THE INFLUENCE OF THE HUMUN ACTIVITY ON
THE DIVERSION OF THE LOWER REACHES OF
HUANGHO IN THE HISTORIC PERIOD

Niu Zhongxun

(Institute of Geography, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

The lower reaches of the Huangho river changed its way several times in
the historic period, There were many reasons, One important reason among
them is the influence of human activity, The paper discussed it in the follow-
ing four sections, 1) The course diverted due to the artificial burst of the
banks in the war; 2 ) The course diverted due to the artificial blocking, in
order to make the Huangho return to its original course or to lead it to a
new one; 3) The influence of huilding banks artificially, For instance, after
banking up the river, the sediment deposition increased, It caused the bed
level to be elevated over the adjacent area, making Huangho a  “hanging
valley” . Another example is, the river pattern changed from branching to
single way due to banking_  Some lakes disappeard from this region caused by
banking_, 4 ) Agriculture and livestock husbandry developed alternately in the
middle reaches of Huangho in the history, The condition of the forest vegeta—
tion and soil erosion, the relationship between burst in the lower reaches and
the phenomena mentioned abhove in the middle reaches, is discussed briefly,
The author concludes finally that the influence of the human activity men-
tioned above and the experiences from it should be remenbered not only in
studying the history of Huanghe diversion, but also in harnessing Huangho
in the future, The author suggests that we should pay attention to the task
in the middle reaches of Huangho while working in the lower reaches, Only
by the conservation of soiland water and eliminating the sediment input from

erosion in the middle reaches of Huangho, can there appear a new situation

securely for a long time,



