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Abstract

The theory of spherical heaven and plane earth (K[HMi75}%) in remote
antiquity was a kind .of primitive cosmological hypotheses, of which ' the
Huntian Theory ({EXij) in ancient China was an outstanding model, This
theory held that the heaven is a sphere with the place of odservation as its
center and the earth a concentric c1rcu1ar plane Furthermore the earth consists
of a land mass in its central area and a ring—shaped ocean in its margin and
disects the heaven into a visible upper hemisphere and an invisible lower hem-
isphere,

This paper pays special attention to its universalism and localism_This the—
ory appeared not only in ancient China but also in the western world,such ag
Babylonia and ancient Greece,  Our country placed stress on the spherical heaven
and expressed it with a celestial globe (X% %) . On the contrary,the western
world put e‘mphasis‘ on the circular plane earth and showed it with a wneel-
shaped world map This is its universalism, ‘

In different areas,this theory had different centers of the earth surface,
Eor example, ancient Chinese scholars took Yang Cheng(fHy% ), the first capital
of Xia dynasty, as the center of the world, whereas ancient Greek philoso-
phers considered their home-land as the common center of the spherical heaven

and the circular earth This is the localism of this theory,



