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ON ANCIENT LOESS PLATEAU VEGETATION
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Abstract

The topic concerning the primeval vegetation has been a disputed problem
up to the present since the German geographer F _V Richthofen put the view-
point that there are not forest on the Loess Plateau at the end of last cen-
tury, To sum up, there are four viewpoints about this topic, steppe, forest-
steppe, forest, and those three types of vegetation existed side by side, The
existence of the divergence of this topic relates to the following two reasons,
First, the natural environment has undergone destruction by human activities
for a long time, Second, the scholar had limited disciplines and methods
of tesearch_  According to the synthetical principle, this apper considers dif-
ferent factors and the results obtained by different disciplines, The times foc—
used by the paper is from West Zhou to the West Warring States (c, 11— §
cent, B, C, ) because the tools of production was very primitive during those

times and the impact of human activities upon nature was very weak,6 so nature
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was under primeval conditions, At the same time there were more historical
materials and ancient writings, The area focused by this paper is the eastern
part of Loess Plateau, The synthetical analysis is considered in the following
respects, the human character of ancient Loess Plateau, historical records
coneerning ancient vegetation, the results obtained by pollen analysis and
archeaological research, From West Zhou Dynasty to the Warring States, the
human character of Loess Platean was that the greater part of the Plateau was
resided by nomadic tribes, and the farming nation distributed on the Wei
River Plain and Fen River Valley,K But animal husbandry and hunting were im-
portant to the farming nation_  This human character reflects that grassland oc—
cupied greater part of the Platean, According to the historical records in
nSHIJI# (”Historical Records”), “CHUN CHIU ZHUO ZHUAN” (” a book about
the historical records at CHUN CHIU Times)”, “SHI JING” (”The Book of
Songs”) ,”SHAN HAI JING”(”the book about mountains and sea”), the grassland
distributed widely, and there were a great number of wild deer on the grass—
land, And the bush also distributed widely, And there were scattered trees,

but the trees didn’t grow very well, a great part of them were small trees,
And on the mountains there were a lot of trees and some hydrophyte, Accor-
ding to the pollen analysis the herb pollen occupied a great part of the total
amount of pollen, The herb included mainly Arte Arte m Artemisia, Polygon-
aceae and Chenopodiaceae, and there were a small amount of tree pollen, Syn-
thesizing aforementioned facts, the paper reaches the following conclusion,

the primeval vegetation on the eastern part of Loess Plateau were scattered
trees, wide spreaded grassland and bushes  But on the mountains and valleys,

the condition was different,



