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Fig.1 The hinterland division of rural market network in Tengzhou, Shandong province
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A STUDY ON TOWN SYSTEM AND RURAL
MARKET NETWORK

——A CASE STUDY FROM TENGZHOU, SHANDONG PROVINCE

Zhang Jihong Guo Huancheng
(Institute of Geography, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract

Taking Tengzhou, Shandong province as an example, this article focuses on the fundamental
concepts, principals, structures and spatial systems of town system and rural market network. Ac-
cording to the author of this article, the rural market network is defined as the regional organization
of rural marketing and marketing currents, literally, it is the spatial network of little towns and
their hinterlands, which is connected by transportation and communication facilities. In the case
study, this article not only discusses the points system, spatial structure, market hinterlands divi-
sion and the net system of the rural market network, but also studies the regional organizing charac-
teristics of all kinds of marketing currents, such as commodity currents, man currents and informa-
tion currents. The rural market netowrk is characterized as a sub-rational system of which the
points grade structure is a pyramid system, the higher-grade points are well-distributed while the
distribution of lower-grade points is unbalanced. The hinterlands of Tengzhou marketing center are
hexagon-shaped. Road is the main carrier of all kinds of marketing currents. On the basis of the
analysis above, this artical takes the first step in the optimization of rural market network in
Tengzhou. The author, furthermore, still tries to advance some pieces of instructive measures of

the rural market network optimization.

Key words Town system, Rural market network, Regional organization, Network optimization



