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Tab. 1 Natural disasters in the Ming Dynasty
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Tab.2 Statistics of natural disasters at different periods
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Fig.1 The diagrammatic curve of natural disasters in South China of the M ing Dynasty
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Fig-2 The moving average of decadal frequency of natural disasters in

South China of the Ming Dynasty

3
6l
8 18 2, 4
13, 3, 5 , 1 , 8 1
39.1 36.2%,

24. 38%, 10. 98% ,

, 9.88% , 6% , 5. 86%
, 5.29% , 1.59% ,



158 18
34.35% , 16. 18% , 14.86%
R 6.92% s 6.75% s 6. 7% , 5. 64%
s 4.81%  3.79% R
(
271 )
3
Tab.3 Statistics of natural disasters by administrative regions
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A discussion on the natural disasters in
South China of the Ming Dynasty

W ANG Shuang-huai
(Department of History, Shaanxi Teachers University, Xi‘an 710062, China)

Abstract: In the Ming Dynasty, there occurred 1 000 odd natural disasters in South China,
which exerted adverse influence on the regions society and economy. The writer makes an
omnibearing study of the natural disasters in South China of the Ming Dynasty on the basis
of abundant materials, emphasizing on its space— time features. T here was an imbalance
in the time distribution of natural disaster occurrence. The occurring frequency of
disasters was relatively lower in the early stage of the Ming Dynasty. In the mid4erm,
there was a steady increase of natural disasters, with became serious and complicated. In
the later period of the Ming Dynasty, the number of disasters decreased, but they were
rather serious. Neither was it in balsnce in terms of space distribution of the natural
disasters. Fujian suffered the most, especially in the area of Fuzhou, Zhangzhou and
Quanzhou. The next was Guangdong, chiefly in the area of Guangzhou, Chaozhou,
Zhaoqing and Qiongzhou. The disaster frequency in Guangxi was relatively lower except
for the area of Taiping, Wuzhouand Liuzhou. This phenomenon was related to the

different natural conditions in various regions of South China as well as the social factors.

Key words: Ming Dynasty; South China; disasters



