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Tab. 4 Development strategy and performance assessment of local government in Lu’an City
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Fig. 3 Disempowerment mechanism for Mr. Ye to participate in tourism
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Disempowerment and its formation mechanism of tourism

development on host residents in rural mountainous areas:
A case study in Tiantangzhai tourist area, Anhui Province, China

HAN Guosheng', WU Peilin', HUANG Yuehwen’, YANG Zhao®
(1. School of Business, Shandong University at Weihai, Weihai 264209, Shandong, China;
2. Department of Tourism Management, School of Management, Shih Hsin University, Taipei 116, China;
3. College of Territorial Resource and Tourism, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241000, Anhui, China)

Abstract: In-depth interviews, text analysis of official documents, and representative case
study are explored to the research on the disempowerment type and mechanism of tourism
development on host residents in Tiantangzhai, an emerging isolated mountainous tourism
area in Anhui Province, China. The qualitative research was conducted on the specific
political and economic background of China. It is concluded that the host residents were
disempowered or de-empowered on their rights to use their production and life space,
indispensable community-owned natural resources, economic development information access,
tourism benefits, and participation in tourism development. Disempowerment mechanisms of
tourism development have been detected to some complicated interactions among host
residents, governmental development strategies and institutional design, community elites
interest network, villagers' economic conditions ,and social supports. The implications of our
research that improvement of officials' performance assessment, consolidation of
administrative supervision, timely dissemination of relevant tourism development information,
and community capacity building are instrumental in operating tourism development policy
smoothly and successfully.

Key words: community-based tourism; tourism development; disempowerment of tourism on
host residents; Tiantangzhai tourist area in Anhui Province



