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Tab. 1 The evolution process of overall development policy and guiding effect of Chinese cities

“ " 1953-1957
“ " 1958-1962

1966-1975

“ " 1976-1980
“ " 1981-1985
“ " 1986-1990
" " 1991-1995
“ " 1996-2000
“ " 2001-2005
" " 2006-2010
" " 2011-2015




676 33
[71
11" " “ ”
“ " 1953-1957 156
" 1954
1955 6
12
1957
135 176 ©
12" " “ ”
“ " 1958-1962 . "o ’
1961 “ ”
g 1961-1963
1887 3000 16.8%
1963 12
3000
70% 10 80%
1964
39 169 1965 1527
2902 18%
1.3¢ v ” “ ’
“ "o ” 1966-1975 0 - ” “
“ ’ 1700
10 17%
14" v g “ g
“ ” 1976-1980
1978
’ 1978 190 1980 223
17.92% 19.39% 1980
" ” 1981-1985
1984 10
1984 10 13



677

1981 2678
1985 9140 1981 226 1985 324
1981 20.61% 1985 23.71%
1.5 “ ” [ ”
1986-1990 “ K “
" 1990 4 1
1.6 113 ” 1] ”
1991-1995 “ "
f6]
1991 479 1995 640
26.41% 1995 29.04%
1.7 “ ” “ ”
1996-2000 “ K 1997 6 10
" 2000 7
1995 17532 2000 20312
1996 666 1997 668 2000 663
1995 29.04% 2000 36.22%
1.8 “ ” 3 ”
2001-2005
[
2000 36.22
2005 42.99%
1'9 “ ” 1] ”
2006 10 11

b4 2007 10 15 “



33

678
1.10 “ ” b ”

2011
2
21

5
50
50
1990 59 2010 242 20 183
12.63% 36.83% 1000
6 500 -1000
1990 2 2010 10
200 -500 1990 7 2010
37
Ls+1100 -200 1990 22 2010 83
50-100 28 106 2
50
®
2007 10 15
2011 03 17 .



4 679

2
Tab. 2 The variations of different—sized cities number in China
2010
1990 1995 2000 2005
=1000 0 0 0 1 3 6
500 ~1000 2 2 2 3 8 10
200 ~500 7 9 11 17 33 37
100 ~200 22 21 27 32 80 83
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Fig.1 The contribution variations of different-sized cities to the
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Tab. 3 The variations of total population of different—sized cities in China (ten thousand people)
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
=1000 0 0 0 1128.37 3944.98
500 ~1000 1326.34 1453.2 1665.09 1890.92 4646.11
200 ~500 2117.73 2716.2 3542.36 5654.76 7895.32
100 ~200 2813.9 2826.5 3349.77 4416.32 6955.39
50 ~100 1899.4 2969.5 3591.35 5171.25 7426.67
20 ~50 3644.25 5783.7 7267.37 8505.34 9275.56
<20 3236.18 4266.7 5309.89 5568.13 2430.12
15037.8 20015.8 24725.83 32335.09 42574.15
30195 35174 45906 56212 66978
114333 121121 126743 130756 134091
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Tab. 4 The variations of the administrative division of the Chinese cities
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2011
3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4
0 0 0 16 15 15 15 15
107 162 185 194 244 268 268 268
113 159 279 427 400 374 370 369
223 324 467 640 663 661 657 656
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Tab. 5 The new development pattern of the Chinese urbanization and the new planning system of

city scale structure by 2020
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A review of Chinese urban development policy,
emerging patterns and future adjustments

FANG Chuanglin
(Institution of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Urban development policies provide general guidelines for sustainable urban
development and establish the direction and overall framework of urban development. Urban
development rules dictate that urban development policies change alongside different urban
development phases, hence, cities in various stages need compatible policies to guide their
development. Here, we review the evolution of Chinese urban development policy and its
impact over the past 60 years. Limitations of current Chinese urban development policy were
identified, including incompatibility between existing policies and the reality of urban
development; a lack of basic elaboration of urban agglomeration in key urbanization regions;
unreasonable standards for classifying large, medium and small cities; and the inharmonious
situation between urban system hierarchies and administrative divisions. Following our review
and identification of current issues, several adjustments to existing urban deployment policy
are proposed. For example, a new standard should be applied to classify cities into six
different scales of megacity behemoth (urban population = 10 million), mega city (urban
population 5-10 million), large city (urban population of 1-5 million), medium-sized city
(urban population of 0.5-1 million), small city (urban population of 0.1-0.5 million), and
small town (urban population < 0.1 million). Under a new context for China's development
and urbanization, overall policy should guide the development of urban agglomerations,
control the sprawl of megacity behemoths and mega cities, promote the development of large
cities, encourage the development of medium- sized cities, and foster the development of
small- sized cities and small towns. Under this new system, a six- layer national urban
hierarchy with 20 urban agglomerations, 10 megacity behemoths, 20 mega cities, 150 large
cities, 240 medium-sized cities, 350 small cities and 19000 small towns could be established
by the year 2020. Reconstructing the system of establishing designated cities and the
possibility of building different national autonomous cities are also discussed. Fostering the
development of small cities and small towns that would become the first choice for the
urbanization of the agricultural population would improve the overall quality of urbanization
and townships across China.

Key words: urban development policy; evolution process; limitations; adjustment scheme;
new pattern of urban development; megacity; China



