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Progress in Environmental Interpretation: A L iterature Review

WU Bihu, GAO Xiangping, DEN GBing
(The Center for Recreation and Tourisn Research, Peking U niversity, Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Environrmental interpretation, as a kind of nature tourisn guideline, originally
came into being in the national park system of U S. W ith constant mprovement of service
quality in tourist destinations, increasingly severe competition of tourist products, and
notable functions of management and economy in interpretation, the concepts and
functions of environmental interpretation are further developed. M ore over, the research
of this topic is al being modified. From 1960’'s, environmental interpretation experienced
4 periods, i.e. (1) the fomative years, (2) research for the best medium, (3) quest for
legitimacy and (4) early maturation. The relative research contentsw eremainly consisted
of: (1) the research of characteristics and functionsof interpretation, including conceptual
franewvork and goals, media selection, and function of management and economy; (2) the
research of tourists in interpretation, including categories of tourists and ways of
interpretation; (3) the research of the communication betw een interpreters and tourists.
In western countries, the study of environmental interpretation ismore and more mature
with the help from other academic fields. Therefore, introducing both theories and
experiences of foreign interpretation research into Chinaw ill help our scientists do further
researches in this field.

Key words environmental interpretation; interpretation; tourist; media; national park



