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Hem eroby——A M ethod to A ssess the Naturalness of Vegetation

L IM ai-he', Norbert Kr uchi*, YAN G Jian®

(1. 9w iss Federal Research Institute for Forest, Snow and L andscapeW 9_,
Z rcherstrasse 111, CH-8903 B imensdorf, Sw itzerland,
2.Applied Envirormental Geoscience,U niversity of T bingen,

Sigw art Strasse 10,D-72076 T bingen, Gemany)

Abstract: Present plant/forest communities are the result of long-tem interactions be-
tw een vegetation and site factors including man-made mpacts Present vegetation in the
cultural landscape show s graduations of different intensities of human activities in the
past To assess the degree of naturalness and/or the anthropogenic influenceson the pre-
sent vegetation/forests, the concept of heneroby isoften used The degree of heneroby is
defined as degree of human cultural activities at the sane time it is a degree of distance to
the natural state of vegetation Such a natural state of vegetation may be pristine vegeta-
tion or potential natural vegetation Becausepristine vegetation w as destroyed or modified
by the humankind all over on the earth, the basis of naturalness assessnent is the present
potential natural vegetation including successive development under today’s site condi-
tions The evaluation of the level of haneroby can be used as an ewlogical tool that has
been w idely applied to ecology of agriculture, forestry,w ater, landscape, urban and nature
reserves Thispaper discusses the concept of hemeroby and its gpplication including field
observation

Key words Heameroby; M ethod; Naturalness Potential N atural V egetation (PNV );

Restoration



