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Enlightenment and Research of Tourism Impact on High-speed Rail
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Suzhou University, Suzhou, Jiangsu 215021, China)

Abstract: Transportation is one of the essential elements in tourism system and the precondition of tourism de-
velopment. Therefore, a revolutionary mode of transport will have a profound impact on tourism. The
high-speed railway (HSR), as the impetus of transportation innovation, has been expanded thought out the
world. Based on the analysis on all the useful English documents, this article analyzes the impacts of HSR on
other transport modes, travel modes, traveling time, regional tourism revenue, structure of tourism elements in
destination and special tourism structure in destination. The conclusions can be arrived that: 1) the overseas re-
searches attaching great importance to the tourism impact of HSR, and relevant researches are rich. 2) The
overseas researches involve extensive fields, such as the impacts of HSR to other transport modes, travel
modes, traveling time, and regional tourism revenue, structure of tourism elements in destination and special
tourism structure in destination. 3) The overseas researches use quantitative and empirical analysis to study the
impact of HSR to traveling time and travel modes. Based on the spatial region structure theory and system the-
ory, such as “core-edge” theory, the overseas researches analyze the impact of HSR to special tourism struc-
ture by mode construction and mathematical statistics. The domestic researches about HSR are comparatively
rare and narrow in China. They mostly focusd on the descriptive study but not quantitative research, and stay
on the assumption level. So the empirical research is relatively less. Therefore, the overseas researches on HSR
provide a valuable reference and paradigm for us. To strengthen the theoretical and practical research about the
high-speed railway tourism can help predict and assess the tourism impacts of high-speed railway objectively,
which affords the scientific foundation for the tourism sustainable development in the era of high-speed rail-

way network.
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