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Fig.1 The ancient map of the Dongsha Islands(the Qing Dynasty)
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Fig.2 A part of the Four Seas General Map(from Cheng Lun-Jong,the Qing Dynasty)
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Table 1 Folk place names translated by the Western people
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THE NOMENCLATURE OF THE
NANHAI ISLANDS IN ANCIENT CHINA

Liu Nanwei

(Department of Geography ,South China Normal University Guangzhou 510631)

Key words:China; The Nanhai Islands ; Anciant place name;Folk place name
ABSTRACT

Tl{rough studying the folk place names and ancient place names in the Nanhai Is-
lands,the thesis points out that the former representing the monomer of coral reef are
parts of the latter repre:senting the colony of coral reef. Both of them set up the place
name system of the Nanhai Islands in ancient China,which is a full proof that the Nan-

hai Islands are parts of China. ‘
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