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Fig.1 The space evolution of Guilin (city)-Lijiang River-Yangshuo (county) tourism destination system
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Fig.2 Total tourists and revenue of Lijiang River, Yangshuo County and Guilin
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Fig.5 The evolution mechanism of Guilin-Lijiang River-Yangshuo tourism destination system
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The Evolution Progress and Mechanism of Guilin-Lijiang
River-Yangshuo Tourism Destination System

LU Lin', BAO Jie'?, LING Shan-jin', ZENG Qi-jie', YU Hu'

(1. College of Territorial Resource and Tourism, Research Center of Tourism Planning & Development, Anhui Normal
University, Wuhu, Anhui 241003, China; 2. School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: By constructing the basic mode of tourism spatial evolution, this article analyzes the evolution prog-
ress of Guilin-Lijiang River-Yangshuo tourism destination system. The evolution progress of tourism destina-
tion system is divided into 3 stages (the embryonic stage, the polarization stage and the optimization stage),
which shows different characteristics (homogeneous development, polarization development, proliferation de-
velopment) respectively, and tends to plate development stage. Before 1978, the tourism destination was in the
stage of homogeneous development when the destination system was in the embryonic statement. The original
landscape provided a good foundation for tourism development, but during this period, tourism space structure
was in the low homogeneous disordered state, and the scenic spots have not been effectively developed. The
following 20 years has experienced the polarization process, which can be divided into the early polarization
evolution marked by the formation of the tourism growth pole of Guilin City and late polarization evolution
stage marked by the formation of Guilin City-Lijiang River-Yangshuo tourism destination system. In the early
polarization evolution stage, with the driving of tourism demand, Guilin City had a rapid development as the
tourism growth pole, and provided a good infrastructure and service facilities for the tourism of Lijiang River.
It played a role of the organization for the regional tourist development. During the late polarization evolution
stage, Yangshuo County had a good development as the new growth pole, Guilin City further strengthened tour-
ism function, Lijiang River was developed as tourism corridor. Guilin City-Lijiang River-Yangshuo tourism
spatial system was formed basically. During the 11th Five-Year Plan, the tourism destination was in the prolif-
eration stage. The tourism impact diffused at this stage and pushed the transformational development of the
tourism destination. Meanwhile, the shape of regional tourism plate was initially formed. Travel city and sce-
nic sites were increasingly interconnected, and a more coordinated Guilin City-Lijiang River-Yangshuo tour-
ism system promoted the formation and development of a higher level of tourism spatial system, which can be
called the tourism spatial system, or North Guangxi tourism board. This article analyzed the dynamic mecha-
nism of the evolution and considered that there were varies leading dynamic mechanisms at different times. In
the homogeneous development stage, the tourism resources endowment had played a decisive role. The domi-
nating dynamic factor in the development stage of polarization was affected by circulation accumulation, and
different types of demand had become the main power for construction. In the proliferation stage, the pursuit

of overall efficiency has become the dominant force.
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