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Fig. 1 A sketch map of the study areas
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Fig. 2 Source provinces of men and women migrants
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Fig. 3 Destination provinces of men and women migrants for their first-time migration
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Fig. 4 The main inter-provinces migration flows of men and women migrants for their first-time migration
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Table 2 The spatial choices of men and women migrants (%)
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Table 3 Results of the multinomial logistic regression model of spatial choices of first-time migration for women and men migrants
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The Choices of the Destination’ s Spatial Types in the Floating Population’s
First-time Migration and Their Determinants: Case Studies of Fujian Province

LIN Li-yue, ZHU Yu

(School of Geography, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, Fujian, 350007, China)

Abstract: Based on the individual-level event-history data from a random sampling questionnaire survey of
2 977 migrants in Fujian Provinces in 2009, this article examines patterns of the floating population’s spatial
distribution, their choices of the spatial types of their destinations, and factors determining such choices, in
their first-time migration, from a gender perspective, and using the multinomial logistic regression model. The
results show that patterns of the floating population’s spatial distribution and their choices of the spatial types
of their destinations in their first-time migration exhibit strong tendency of spatial clustering, and are rather
close to the average spatial patterns and choices of member of the floating population at different migration
stages, which have been revealed by existing studies based on aggregate migration data. In fact, such patterns
and choices establish the basis for the spatial distribution and destination choices of the floating population at
their later migration stages. However, the results also demonstrate that not all members of the floating popula-
tion will experience a one-step migration process, and that some of them will move to other destinations, or re-
turn to the places of origin, leading to the fact that the floating population’s spatial distribution and choices of
the spatial types of their destinations at later migration stages are often at variance with those in their first-time
migration. The results further suggest that the floating population’s choices of the spatial types of their destina-
tions in their first-time migration are not only the combined effects of their human capital selection mechanism
and their family decisions, but also affected by other factors, including the floating population’s social net-
works, their community environment, and the general institutional context. It is particularly noteworthy that
the characteristics of sending areas and families, and the status of the floating population’s families in the com-
munities, which are often neglected in the existing migration research, stand out in the floating population’s
choices of the spatial types of their destinations in their first-time migration. Compared to male members of the
floating population, there is a stronger tendency for spatial clustering of female members of the floating popula-
tion in their first-time migration, who are also more likely to reach the current destinations by a one-step pro-
cess. While equally affected by human capital selection mechanism, social networks, and community environ-
ment, as with their male counterparts, the choices of the spatial types of destinations for female members of the
floating population are more constrained by family- and institutional-related factors.

Key words: first-time migration; spatial choices; the floating population; Fujian



