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Fig.1 The spatial distribution of concentration areas of ethnic minority migrant workers in Urumqi
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Table 1  The basic condition of ethnic minority migrant workers in Urumqi
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Table 2 The employment and income of ethnic minority migrant workers in Urumqi
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Fig.2 The employment channels of ethnic minority

migrant workers in Urumgqi
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Table 3 The housing of ethnic minority migrant workers in Urumqi
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Table 4 The living environment of ethnic minority migrant workers in Urumqi
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Table 5 The children education of ethnic minority migrant workers in Urumgqi
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Spatial Distribution and Living Situation of Urumqi Ethnic Minority
Migrant Workers in the Process of Urbanization in Xinjiang

DONG Ye"? ANWAER Maimaitiming"?

(1.College of Geography Science and Tourism, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumqi, Xinjiang 830054, China;
2.Research Center for Urban Development of Xinjiang, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgqi, Xinjiang 830054, China)

Abstract: With the advancement of urbanization, migrant workers have become the main force of city construc-
tion. But on the other hand, they also become vulnerable groups in the city, and should be paid close attention
by society and government. In the article, questionnaires, in-depth interviews, direct observation are employed
to conduct the research in five typical areas inhabited by ethnic minorities: Yamalike Hill, Heijia Hill, Saimach-
ang Area, Erdaoqiao-Nanmen business district, and the Southern Suburbs Passenger Transport Terminal. The
status quo of the ethnic minority migrant workers, including spatial distribution, employment, income, living
environment, housing, children education, social security, ethnic relations, were learned in-depth. It was found
that spatial distribution of ethnic minority migrant workers was suburb-orientate with four main sections and
one sub-section. The former refers to Yamalike Hill, Heijia Hill, Saimachang Area, Erdaogiao--Nanmen busi-
ness district, the latter refers to the Southern Suburb Terminal Area. On the one hand, every area enjoys a het-
erogeneity from others; on the other hand, the five areas witness a great gap from the main area of Urumqi
City in teams of community environment and infrastructure. The most pressing survival problems of the ethnic
minority migrant workers in Urumqi were explored, including poor educational background, lack of labor
skills, low incomes, poor communicating ability in Chinese, narrow employment scope, small houses, poor en-
vironment, more children and lack of education, etc. According to these problems, the countermeasures and
suggestions for future development were put forward, including enhancing professional skills training, improv-
ing the social insurance system and management on grassroots level, improving the construction of infrastruc-

ture and renovation of environment in the area between town and country.

Key words: urbanization;ethnic minority migrant workers;living conditions;spatial distribution;Urumqi



