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Several Theoretical Issues on Innovation Geography
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2. Beijing Urban Innovation and Development Research Center, Betjing 100048, China)

Abstract: In the 1920s, Schumpeter proposed the theory of Innovation, but this theory did not arouse the atten-
tion by mainstream economists until 1950s-1960s. Though the space research of innovation had also aroused
the concern of the geographers during that period, it failed to be the main areas of geography study. Since the
1980s, with "spatial turn" of human geography and emerging of knowledge economy, innovation geography
has emerged as an important research area of geography, however, the research on the basic theory of innova-
tion geography is still very limited, and that whether innovation geography as an independent subject is still un-
der debating, therefore, those important issues concerned the discipline of innovation geography, such as the re-
search object, discipline nature and tasks need to be examined further. This article argues that: Innovation Ge-
ography is an independent subject studying relationship between human’s innovation activities and geographi-
cal environment. The innovation activities of human beings as the most important aspect of human activities
have great significances to establishing the intelligent human-earth relationship system. As a branch subject of
human geography, innovation geography has cross-discipline nature, because it has close relationship with the
branch subject of human geography and other subjects such as political science, management science, econom-
ics, policy science, urban planning and so on. We conclude the main tasks of innovation geography as follows:
1) The basic theory of innovation geography; 2) the regional distribution and combination of innovation ele-
ments such as talents, capital, technology, etc.; 3) the examination and evaluation of Innovation Milieu and in-
novation ecology and evaluation; 4) the survey of innovation geography and the study of the space pattern and
regional effect of innovation; 5) the study of innovation links, innovation networks and innovation cluster; 6)

the study of multi-scale innovation system; 7) the relationship of innovation, urban development and planning.

Key words: Innovation Geography; research object; discipline nature; research tasks



