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Fig.3 The spatial pattern of economic development level in Northeast China
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The Evolution of Economic Development Level in Northeast China
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Abstract: In recent years, the economic development of Northeast China has come to the new normal state, the

overall economic development has grown downward, and the phenomenon has become the focus concerned by

researchers and the society. However, the development gap between cities is gradually expanding, and it has be-
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come a main barrier for Northeast China to achieve all-round well-off society. As such, this article builds a
comprehensive evaluation index system for economic development level by three terms of economic base, eco-
nomic growth and economic structure. Then the paper comprehensively studies the economic development,
spatial differentiation and its evolution of Northeast China over its revitalized 10 years through factor analysis
method and ESDA. The results are as follows: 1) Over the past 10 years, the economic development of North-
east China has obtained a certain degree of improvement. But the overall economic development level of
Northeast China rises first and then decreases. 2) The economic development of Northeast China is spatially
clustered, and the trend is strengthened over time. Meanwhile, the differences of cities on Northeast China are
expanding. The northern area of Heilongjiang province is the weakest area of economic development level in
Northeast China. 3) The economic development level of the cities whichareold industrial bases has been pro-
moted at a certain degree, while that of the resource-based cities has been declined.The differences of econom-
ic development of the resource-based cities are more significant. Among the resource-based cities, the econom-
ic development level of the recessionary cities decline seriously, such as Yichun, Hegang, Shuangyashan, Qitai-
he and Daxing’ anling. At the same time, these cities only belong to the resource-based cities. 4) In terms of the
economic development of Northeast China, it shows three kinds of patterns: the core-periphery mode with the
core of four megacities, the agglomeration development pattern with the growth axis from Harbin to Dalian,
and the mode with the economic development differences between the southern coastal cities to the northern
border cities. The economic development of cities located in the axis from Harbin to Dalian or around the four
major urban agglomerations is well. In order to impel the development of Northeast China, the government
should lower the regional economic development well, and prevent further expanding of differences among
these cities. When developing the cities belong to old industrial base constantly, the government should make
the reasonable industrial transformation and increase policy support for the resource-based cities especially the
recessionary cities, then gradually improve the ability of economic development. The northern are of Heilongji-
ang Province needs to get more support from the Central government, who should promote its economic devel-

opment and prevent the gap with other cities to expand further.

Key words: revitalizing Northeast China; spatial pattern; regional disparity; ESDA



