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Spatial Pattern of Foreign Trade in Northeast China

Liu Zhigao, Zhang Wei, Liu Weidong

(Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: Economic growth rate in northeast China has dropped suddenly in the latest two years, beyond a rea-
sonable range. “New Northeast Phenomenon” has attracted widespread attention from academic community
and policy-makers, the rejuvenation of northeast China has been one hot-debated national development issue.
Expanding opening up and developing foreign trades, is not only an important part of the whole strategy of re-
juvenation of northeast China, but the significant method to achieve the revitalization of northeast. To identify
the trading partner, the key industrial fields and space carriers of foreign trade in Northeast China, is much im-
portance to upgrading the foreign trade volume and level. Firstly, this article analyzes the overall trading vol-
ume and partners of Northeast China. Secondly, it studies the internal spatial pattern of foreign trade at provin-
cial and prefecture levels, as well as commodity structures of foreign trade in Northeast China. Data sources in-
clude 2003-2014 Statistical Yearbook and Statistical Bulletin of three provinces in Northeast China, Chinese
customs statistics in 2014. The results show that: 1) While trade volume with Southeast Asia and Middle East
has grown, Japan, South Korea, Germany, the United States and Russia has remained the important trading
partners for Northeast China. 2) The trading commodity are mostly raw materials, primary processed products
and labor-intensive products, implying the commodity exported from northeast China as whole is low- value
added . 3) Major cities and coastal port cities are the main spatial carriers of foreign trading in Northeast Chi-
na. Additionally, the article put forwards the different development strategy for foreign trade according to the
current situation and challenges.

Key words: Northeast China; foreign trade; spatial scope; commodity structure; spatial carrier



