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The Changing Humanistic and Economic Geography in China

Lu Dadao

(Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: To determine the direction and the field of research is the soul of discipline development. Humanistic
and Economic Geography is a subject changing in both research field and even research direction. Recognition
of research fields and disciplines for Humanistic and Economic Geography is essential. On the basis of comb-
ing the main branch development stage of Humanistic and Economic Geography in China for decades, the pa-
per summarized the response of Humanistic and Economic Geography to the transformation development back-
ground of the social. On the one hand, the intersectionality of the discipline should be insisted, with the theory
of ‘man-land’ system as the direction and the combination of theory with practice being adhered. Humanistic
and Economic Geography scholars should be with a new attitude and new vision, to think about the future de-
velopment of discipline key fields, the development idea and the innovation of the theory and method. For the
major problems which disciplines involved in a long time, strategic and consultative, predictive and summative
work will gradually increase. In the paper, the development trend of some important fields such as information
and social space economic organization, the new pattern of regional economy and ‘New Urbanization’ were ex-
pounded; some new ideas about ‘international hot spots’ and ‘international frontier’, the theory research and
the relationship between the theory and practice were proposed; and then the author put forward the suggestion

that ‘ Humanistic Geography ’to be renamed as ‘ Humanistic and Economic Geography’.

Key words: Humanistic and Economic Geography; social economic development stage; key field; new con-

cept; scientific spirit



