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The Development Pattern and Its Evolution of Regional
Cooperation in the Yangtze River Economic Belt

Wang Lei, Duang Xuejun, Yang Qingke

(Key Laboratory of Watershed Geographic Sciences, Nanjing Institute of Geography and
Limnology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008, Jiangsu, China)

Abstact: In the context of economic globalization, connections between different cities and regions become
much closer, which calls for intensive regional cooperation on the increasing-intersected regional affairs.
Based on the framework of political-economy analysis, this article sorts out the changing context and the struc-
ture of major administrative bodies at horizontal and vertical levels in the Yangtze Economic Belt, and it evalu-
ates the development levels of regional cooperation in the whole economic belt, lower, middle and upper reach-
es, respectively, in terms of cooperation structures, cooperative subjects and cooperative forms. In general,
there are several regional cooperation patterns emerging in the Yangtze Economic Belt because of the huge re-
gional differences of economic development and marketization levels, as well as the complicated Yangtze wa-
ter-related governance affairs. The most developed subjects of regional cooperation among the 11 province-lev-
el units are located in the flood control, customs clearance policies, and quarantine. However the necessitated
regional cooperation in the water resources and environment management, waterfront and port management, in-
frastructure construction and management, and ecological compensation and relevant platform of informa-
tion-sharing are still under developed and lag behind the needs of integrated social and economic development
in the economic belt. Comparatively, regional cooperation is at the highest level of development among Shang-
hai, Jiangsu and Zhejiang in the lower reaches, and multi-level coordination mechanisms have been established
to fulfill their agreements on many subjects, such as tourism and transpiration building, etc. The development
level of regional cooperation in the upper reaches is higher than that in the middle reaches. In the upper reach-
es, regional cooperation is concentrated between Chongqing and Sichuan and several regional projects have
been co-built because of their rooted similarities in cultural and historical background, as well as the promo-
tion of central government. Lastly, regional cooperation is hampered among the four provinces in the middle
reaches because there is lack of a strong economic center to drive the cooperation as that in the lower reaches,
and they also have more incentives to compete for attracting industrial transfer from Eastern China than to co-
operate for regional govenance affairs.

Key words: the Yangtze Economic Belt; regional cooperation; political-economic context



