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Abstract: Functional transformation of traditional villages is an emergent property resulting from internal and
external factors of villages. Internal factors refers to villager’ s self-organization transformation from down to
up, while external factors are mostly guiding and regulating of other-organization which is centering on govern-
ment from up to down. Self-organization embodied that villagers are main body, and they are advancing func-
tional transformation and spatial restructuring of traditional villages by bottom-up autonomous actions. Oth-
er-organization is mainly contains government, enterprise, nongovernmental organizations, etc. They carried
out functional transformation of traditional villages from top to down by policy guidance, spatial planning, and
industrial distribution. In short, several factors such as the harmony between self-organization and other-organi-
zation, co-traction of internal and external factors, interactions of settlement spatial elements all promote the
functional transformation and spatial restructuring of traditional villages. Traditional villages encounter the
double pressures of functional transformation and spatial restructuring in the process of rapid urbanization.
Taking Zhangguying village as example, this paper explores the general situation of traditional village’s func-
tional transformation and implementation path of traditional villages’ spatial restructuring. The results show
that from the point of functional transformation, Zhangguying village is undergoing the changes of life style
from tradition to modernization. Also, it is experiencing function conversion from agriculture to tourism and
traditional spatial function to multi-function. In the view of spatial development, the spatial structure of Zhang-
guying village has undergone three evolution stages, i.e. slowly growth, rapid expansion and orderly jump.
Zhangguying village is facing with a series of problems, such as village culture conflicts, hollow settlement,
decaying road system and extensive land use. Finally, this paper constructed the regulation mechanism of rural
settlement functional transformation which integrates four levels such as visual level, functional level, plan-
ning level and objective level. We should be aware of the facts that sustainable development of traditional vil-
lages in China is booming. Traditional villages in different regions are found largely different in the develop-
ment background, core dynamics and reconfiguration ways. Consequently, it requires the academic staff to con-
duct constant and thorough investigations and research, then summarize general rules and special paths to pro-

mote sustainable development of traditional villages in China.

Key words: traditional villages; functional transformation; spatial restructuring; Zhangguying village



