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Tab 1 Logarithm regression between urbanization and economic development in different stages

R2
1965 In(URBAN1965) = 0 03317 + 0 46585x In( GDPP1965) 0 63581
1975 In(URBAN1975) = Q 67170 + 0 39090x In( GDPP1975) Q0 667007
1985 In(URBAN1985) = 1 33293 + 0 31785x In( GDPP1985) 0 619378
1995 In(URBAN1995) = 1 91089 + 0 25289 In( GDPP1995) Q 544872
2005 In(URBAN2005) = 2 21438 + Q 21941x In( GDPP2005) Q0 518239
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Urbanization and economic development in China:
An international comparison based on quadrant map approach

CHEN Mingxing"?, LU Da dao', ZHA Liangsong’

(1 Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China;
2 Graduate University of Chinese A cademy of Sciences, Beijing 100039, China;
3 College of T erritorial Resources and Tourism, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract: The coordinated development of urbanization and economic development is a
worldwide experience; also is inherent requirements of economic development. Chinas ur-
banization has unique pattern and characteristic, which has attracted attention from alarge
number of mult+ disciplinary scholars and relevant government departments at home and
abroad. At present, there is a heated dispute on the correlation of Chinas urbanization lew
el and economic development. This paper highlights the characteristics and pattern of ur
banization in the world based on the quadrant map, using data of 118 countries or regions.
The results indicate that both the process of urbanization and the effects of GDP on urbar-
ization have shown a downward trend. Next, a further exploration examines Chinas ur
banization process and economic development over time, which indicates that both of ur
banization level and the level of economic development belongs to the type of lowlevel co-
ordination pattern. They are coordinated between the low level of urbanization and eco-
nomic development, and urbanization is not seriously lagged behind the economic develop-
ment. The low level of urbanization is closely related with the low level of economic devel
opment. Furthermore, a dynamic analysis was done on China$ urbanization pattern in the
world. Actually, Chinas urbanization lag appeared in 1985-1995, but it has been narrowed
since 1995 as a result of rapid urbanization growth. The complicated realities revealed in
this analysis challenge the existing two prevalent views: (1) the urbanization process con
tinues to speed up in the world; (2) China is at very low urbanization level relative to its
level of economic development.

Key words: urbanization; economic development; international comparison; China



