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Fig 1 The Gelao M inority distribution in Guizhou Province
(according to the Atlas of Guizhou Province (2005))
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Tab 1 The Gelao minority eites ethnic identity
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The Gelao minority elites’ ethnic identity
and its construction

DU Fangjuan"?, ZHU Hong'
(1. School of Geography and Planning, Sun Y atsen University, Guangzhou 510275, China;
2. Institute of South China Karst, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550001, China)

Abstract: Identity is one of the important themes of cultural geography in recent years.
With the globalization and modernization, the minority ethnic elites” attitudes, emotions
and behaviors are significant to hold the ethnic groups together and pass on the ethnic
culture. Based on the field work and structured interview, the Gelao minority elites ethnic
identity was studied by investigating their ethnic memory, ethnic culture such as language
and raiment, ethnic attachment to their ethnic group and their ethnic places etc. The
results are shown as follows. the elites” ethnic identities are relevant with their roles in
social structure, and the political elites have more ethnic actions. T he elites’ethnic ident+
ties are consistent with their place identities. The scattered spots have stronger ethnic feel
ings and traditional culture such as ethnic languages and festivals than those in Wuchuan
and Daozhen autonomous counties of Gelao and Miao, but the latter have more effective
actions such as revived ethnic language, raiment and festivals in order to develop the ethnic
places. The reason is that the government force penetrated into the Gelao’s territory from
north Guizhou in feudal period, and other ethnic groups also came successively, which
formed the spatial patterns of the Gelao living together with Han, Miao, T ujia, Buyi and
Yi ethnic groups, etc. Therefore, the Gelao ethnic culture with Hans assimilation in the
north of Guizhou, including Wuchuan, Daozhen, Zhengan, Shigian, etc., and some small
ethnic groups have succeeded part of traditional culture from other areas, such as Judu in
Liuzhi county, Pomao in Zhenfeng county, etc. These have had impact on the construction
of the elites”ethnic identities. The ethnic identities of Gelao elites were primordial because
they were constructed by the whole families and groups since collective memory in the
scattered spots is mainly oral tradition; but the elites”ethnic identities collective memory
were reworked and forgotten purposely for evading suppression in some parts of northern
Guizhou, and their ethnic identities were reconstructed in the 1980s by elites according to
text memory or some scrap traits, so their ethnic feelings are not very strong, and their
ethnic identities are instrumental. T hese elites have benefits from policies and revived eth-
nic culture to develop ethnic tourism today, which promotes their own ethnic identities. In
conclusion, all of the ethnic geographical space patterns, political, economic, historical
and cultural factors are the basis of ethnic identity, ethnic memory and the interaction
among all ethnic groups, which have constructed the elites” ethnic identities.
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