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Cultural landscape of over ssas Chinese in Guangdong
and itsterritorial distribution

XU Gui-ling, SITU Shangji
(Center for Regiona and Urban Studies, Zhongshan Univerdty , Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract : Cultura geography study isin the ascendance in China, but study on cultura geogra
phy of overseas Chineseisweak in the research field at home and aboard and it needs earnestly
to be studied further. The theds takes Guangdong province as an object , where the largest
number of oversea Chineseis distributed most widely in the world. It setsforth the connotation
of overseas Chinese culture that hastwo culturd headstreams. Oneisthe hometown of overseas
Chinese and the other is the emigration place. Overseas Chinese cultureis a cultura type with
Chinese and western culture features and extensvely-operating overseas Chinese magazines. It
expatiates on the land use landscape formed by introducing foreign cropsin the hometown of o-
verseas Chines. It a9 expounds the architectura culturd landscape formed by introducing the
western Qilou and city planning system combined with loca environment , the language land-
sgpe formed by the combination of foreign languages and local didects and cultura landscape
formed by overseas Chinese with ability. The thess pointsout their historica influence on the
ciety , economics and culturein the local place. On the bassof the combination of the relative
coherence of cultural featuresin the hometowns of overseas Chinese and the conparative inter-
community of the cultura background in the foreign countries where the overseas Chines live,,
the theds, for thefirst time, divides the Pearl River Deltainto the following five culture areas
of overseas Chinese as: Guangfu Culture Area, Wuyi Culture Area, Chaoshan Culture Area,
Dongjiang-Xingmel Culture Area and Northeast of Hainan Idand Culture Area. It puts for-
wards their regective culture characteristics and regional efectsthat are supposed to be opened
up and made good use of .

Key words: cultura landscape of overseas Chinese; territorid distribution; Guangdong



