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Prospects of studies on man-land relationship
in the 21« century

ZHENG Du
(Ingtitute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Ressarch, CAS,
Beijing 100101, China)

Abgtract : Man-land relationship includes human dependent upon nature and human activity to
nature. Contents of manrland relationship are changed with development of human society.
Manland relationship research is the bass for development of modern geography. Various
school s of geography such as determinism, posshilism, cultura landscape and human ecology
are focudng studieson marnrland relationship. The earth system stience should carry out inter-
disciplinary studies between natural and human sciences, to revea interaction between man and
nature as wdl as the corregponding countermeasures.

Developments of information techniques and knowledge economy bring about new opportu-
nities and chalengesfor human wciety. Characteristicsof man-land relationship in information
era differ from those in industrid era. The way and intendty of interaction between human ac-
tivities and nature will be obvioudy different. The understanding to nature will be systematical-
ly deepened, and ideasof time and gpace are changing in information era. Knowledge and tech-
niques are becoming main driving forcesfor socia and economic development. Owing to the en-
tirety of the earth , the complexity , protracted nature and potentidity of the interactionsamong
various pheresof the earth, many globa environmenta issues, such as climate warming, o-
zonogphere depletion, environmenta pollution , etc. , are becoming the foci of the countries and
public concern throughout the world. The reditiesimpd us to learn lesons and experience ac-
companied with the traditional development mode s and to explore new development modelsfor
human sciety.

Manrland relationship research covers extendve domains. The hotgotsof both globa en-
vironmenta change and sustainable development are closely related to manrland relationship.
Qoba environmental changes have been arisen from dow accumulation process of human im-
pact , and sustainable development is a new development model , which has been obtained by
sef-examination to development course and model of the human society. The main frontiers of
man-land relationship research include the following issues: globa environmenta change and its
regional regponse, regiona sustai nable development and mechani sm regulation of man-land rela
tionship , studieson scia ecological and environmenta ethics, etc.
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