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Tab. 2 Economic types divided by per capita GDP in coastal China (2000)
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The redriction factors in the less devel oped areas and their
devel opment drategies in coastal China

ZHANGLuw - cheng, WU Chu - cai
(Nanjing Ingtitute of Geogrgphy & Limnology , Nanjing 210008, China)

Abstract : Regiona economic difference has aroused wide interests of numerous scholars and
many academic papers have been published discusing on this. Most of the papers on regional
digarities in China are concentrated on the macro scale gpproach , namely western China, mid-
dle China and coastal Chinaproblem. For along period of time coastal China has witnessed fair-
ly quick development with average GDP growth rate being over 10 %, adlong with quite a nunmr
ber of less developed areas coexistence in the process. According to extreme diff erence andyses
in provinces(or cities) concerning the ratio between the highest level and lowest level about per
capita GDP, Guangdong and Shandong belong to strongly differetiated areas, Jiangsu and Fu-
jian belong to obvioudy differentiated areas,and Zheiang belongs to relatively equa area. In
this paper , less developed coasta areas refer to those areas where economic Stuation is relatively
low compared with the surrounding coastal regions. Here per capita GDPis used as a principal
indicator to classfy economic types. Among the 72 cities, 34 of them are economically less de-
veloped areas. The distribution of the less developed coasta areasis characterized by two main
ayects: first , they are dtuated between three highly developed economic belts of Jingjintang
(Beijing - Tianjin - Tangshan) and Jiaodong (Shandong province) , Yangtze Delta, Zhujiang
Dedtaand Hongkong; second, most of the coastal less developed areas are Stuated aong provin-
cia boundaries. Unfavorable location, natura conditions, economic structure and regiona poli-
cy are the mgor restirction factors that hinder their economic development. The most i mportant
task isto quicken the pace of economic development in these areas. First ,the regiond infrastruc
ture construction should be improved ; second ,the endogenous advantageous resources should be
fully made use of ;and third ,relevant preferential policies should be formulated.

Key words: coastal China; less developed areas; restriction factors; development strategy



