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Tah 1 The change of retail sales in four regions of Beijing
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Tah. 3 Average distances between reference point and leased commercial land lots
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A research on commercial suburbanization in Beijing
under the background of urban function dissemination

YU Wei, YANG Shuai, GUO Min, SONG Jin-ping
(School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; Compared with the population suburbanization, scholars pay less attention to
commercial suburbanization in China. Based on the data of retail sales of social consumer
goods, the distribution of supermarkets, and leased commercial land lots, the paper de-
scribes the characteristics and driving mechanism of commercial suburbanization in Beijing,

It states that commercial suburbanization developed rapidly in the inner suburb districts
from 1991 to 2000, and since 2001, there has been a tendency of outer suburbs spread.

The paper further illustrates that stores and leased commercial land lots mainly diffuse a-
long the ring roads and radial roads from the urban center of Beijing. Besides the tradition-
al commercial center, sub-centers and shopping malls have risen in the suburbs in recent
years. As each quadrant has local conditions, there are significant differences of commer-
cial suburbanization in different quadrants. In the northwest of the city, leased commercial
land lots diffuse the fastest and expand the farthest. It is on the contrary in the southeast.

The annual expansion rate of the lots fluctuates dramatically in the northeast and south-
west. In the northeast, commercial development is more complex, due to the fact that be-
sides the trends of suburbanization, there are centralized development patterns, mainly in-
cluding urban renovation projects in the old town. Finally, the paper discusses four driving
factors of commercial suburbanization, including the attraction of population and housing
suburbanization, the promotion of rapid development of road transportation and private
cars, the extrusion force from the urban center, and the guidance of government plans and

policies.

Key words: commercial suburbanization; function dissemination; spatial features; driving

mechanism; Beijing



