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Out of place and place constructing in Oldbund in Ningbo

CHEN Xiao
(School of Geography and Planning, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: As an important part of urban leisure space, bar has developed rapidly in China in re-
cent years. In occident, bar is closely associated with regional order and social issues. Besides,
western scholars take the bar in the Third World countries as a global Western-cultural enclave
and a place with regional power concentration. As a result, the research raises two questions:
(1) In China, has bar street also become a Western-cultural enclave? (2) In China, what is the
power relation between domestic and foreign consumers and how does this power relation exert
influences on constructing locality at bar street?

The study takes the concept “out of place” as a conceptual framework, which was pro-
posed by Cresswell, an English scholar, and aims to explore the power structure in China's bar
street, which is different from that in the Western countries. In detail, the study takes Oldbund
Street as a case study, which is a bar street in Ningbo, China. The research probes into consum-
ers' behaviors and compares their spatial selection decision between domestic and foreign cus-
tomers by using the methods of questionnaires, interview and observation. The main findings
of the study are: 1) In Oldbund street, the “out of place” refers to the phenomena that different
national consumption habits lead to the spatial segregation between domestic and foreign cus-
tomers. Especially, bars with Chinese consumers are likely to exclude foreign consumers from
their existing space, which, at the same time, constructs the locality of the bar street. 2) Current-
ly, domestic and foreign consumers are two important groups in locality construction, of which
Chinese consumers are playing a leading role in constructing locality of the bar street in China.
Chinese consumers not only do not regard bar as foreign people’'s consumption space any more,
but also exclude them from their groups. 3) In the past studies, bar in the Third World countries
is considered as Western-cultural enclave. Consumers in bar are mainly Western consumers and
local elite who used to study abroad, while local people are excluded. However, in Oldbund
Street, it presents another landscape that Chinese consumer plays the leading role and “anti-seg-
regate” the Western consumers.

Bar, as an imported consumption space, has developed in China for more than 20 years.
There have been a lot of bar streets in scale in large cities in China. Consequently, to explore
the locality construction of bar is conducive to understanding the interaction between globaliza-
tion and localization. Currently, the phenomenon that local consumers anti-segregate Western
consumers in the Third World countries has yet receiving sufficient attentions in the geographi-
cal research. The concept of power relation, which is the term that distinguishes between insid-
ers and outsiders in a place, has not been widely explored and discussed. As a result, further
studies in this area are supposed to be highlighted.

Key words: bar street; place; consuming space; out of place; Ningbo



